When a child I often dreamed of tasks seemingly impossible of accomplishment, and as I looked and considered, they were performed as if by a magic wand waved above them. Sometimes I saw in my dreams skeins of thread so knotted and tangled that they could not be more intricately commingled, and these were to be straightened and brought into order. My heart would sink within me as I considered the task, but these too, yielded quite readily to properly directed thought and effort. Seemingly some unseen hand would direct as with patience, I set about the apparently impossible task, difficulties and intricacies dissolving and disappearing.
When at my office, a patient presents himself, and I find difficult work to be done, and he asks, "Can these conditions be corrected, these teeth saved?" I am in the habit of replying, "Anything can be done provided we have the skill to do it."
Of course there are many points to consider, such as, will the patient give the proper attention and sufficient time to the engagement? will he be willing to continue treatment sufficiently long for us to correct chronic conditions? and, lastly, will he be willing to pay us a reasonable fee for our services? These questions being decided in the affirmative, I begin usually with the least difficult work and proceed gradually to that which is more difficult, until the work is reduced to one or more teeth. The difficult features of the work gradually disappear, and I usually find the work not near so difficult to accomplish satisfactorily as at first I had expected.
Thus difficulties vanish before him of skill and the courage to attack them.
I would not advise that we approach our work without thought or plans, and I have the deepest pity for him who is satisfied with his attainments.
We should ever strive to broaden our knowledge, to heighten our attainments and perfect our skill, and no man can do himself, his patients, or his profession any degree of justice, who, becoming self-satisfied, neglects to do these things. To repeat an old, but ever true adage, " Necessity is the mother of invention," and so sure as this is true, necessity has evolved our. present high state of enlightened advancement and civilization, apd as a part of this, stands our profession of dentistry. It leads every worker who rationally pursues his labors, and he alone is best qualified to understand .and meet h,er calls who has appropriated and embodied within himself, the most truth on, the given line.
We must understand nature's ways to work in harmojiy therewith.
